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Elkton Police Department wins $35,000 grant

NASCAR legend Ernie Irvan
headlines 2006 Michigan
Traffic Safety Summit

The 11th Annual Michigan Traffic Safety
Summit will featured NASCAR racing legend Ernie
Irvan as its featured speaker. The Summit is being
held February 28
- March 1, 2006
at the Sheraton
Hotel in Lansing.

Irvan will
speak about his
racing career that
was ended
following a
devastating crash
at Michigan

The Village of Elkton Police Department walked
away with the top grant prize award of $35,000 follow-
ing the 2005 Law Enforcement Recognition Ceremony.

Elkton Police Chief Scott Jobes was present to
accept the grant award, which was chosen via a live
random drawing at the luncheon held at the Holiday
Inn South in Lansing. The event followed the first-ever
Michigan Traffic Enforcement Training Conference,
which hosted more than 500 law enforcement officers
from across the state.

Six $10,000 regional grant awards were given to
Fenton, Jonesville, Lakeview, and Royal Oak police
departments and the Grand Haven and Iron River
Michigan State Police posts.

Agencies were eligible for the regional grant
awards by participating in three safety belt and drunk
driving mobilizations in FY05, and reporting their
statistics from the enforcement periods by a certain
deadline. All in all, 243 agencies were eligible for the
grant awards.

According to statistics reported to OHSP, 434
agencies participated in the statewide enforcement
efforts, which garnered 31,569 safety belt citations,
4,215 drunk driving arrests, and 27,817 felony and
misdemeanor arrests.

Six other agencies awarded $10,000

Statewide drunk driving
crackdown set over
Christmas, New Year’s

More than 550 agencies will make finding and
arresting drunk drivers their top pri-
ority over the Christmas and New
Year’s holidays.

The statewide You Drink &
Drive. You Lose. drunk driving
crackdown is December 19 - January 1.

The Office of Highway Safety Planning is providing
federal traffic safety dollars to nearly 100 agencies in
28 counties to conduct overtime enforcement of the
state’s drunk driving laws. In addition, hundreds of
other law enforcement agencies have pledged to
participate in the crackdown.

During last year’s You Drink & Drive. You Lose.
drunk driving crackdown, there were four Christmas
holiday traffic fatalities and six traffic deaths during the
New Year’s holiday. Of those fatalities, five involved
alcohol.

The Elkton Police Department was awarded a $35,000 grant during the
2005 Law Enforcement Challenge Recognition Ceremony. Pictured are (l.
to r.) Kevin Nickel, Law Enforcement Liaison for the Northeast Region;
Terry Jungel, Executive Director of the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association; Chief
Scott Jobes, Elkton Police Department; Chief Ervin Portis of the Jackson
Police Department and President of the Michigan Association of Chiefs of
Police; Anne Readett, Communications Manager for the Office of Highway
Safety Planning; and Major Barry Getzen of the Michigan State Police.

Continued on page 3
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Lakeview Police Department was the winner from the Central Region.
Pictured are (l. to r.) Anne Readett, Communications Manager for the Office
of Highway Safety Planning; Terry Jungel, Executive Director of the
Michigan Sheriffs’ Association; Lieutenant Darin Dood, Lakeview Police
Department; Major Barry Getzen of the Michigan State Police; Chief Ervin
Portis of the Jackson Police Department and President of the Michigan
Association of Chiefs of Police; and Darren Blount, Law Enforcement
Liaison for the Central Region.

Royal Oak Police Department was the winner from the Southeast Region.
Pictured are (l. to r.) Major Barry Getzen of the Michigan State Police; Anne
Readett, Communications Manager for the Office of Highway Safety
Planning; Deputy Chief Christopher Jahnke and Sergeant Gordie Young of
the Royal Oak Police Department; Ken Pelland, Law Enforcement Liaison
for the Southeast Region; Chief Ervin Portis of the Jackson Police Depart-
ment and President of the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police; and
Terry Jungel, Executive Director of the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association.

Fenton Police Department was the winner from the Mid-Michigan Region.
Pictured are (l. to r.) Terry Jungel, Executive Director of the Michigan
Sheriffs’ Association; Anne Readett, Communications Manager for the Office
of Highway Safety Planning; Sergeant Greg Feamster, Fenton Police
Department; Chief Ervin Portis of the Jackson Police Department and
President of the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police; Major Barry
Getzen of the Michigan State Police; and Scott Ellis, Law Enforcement
Liaison for the Central Region.
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Free traffic safety
materials available

The Michigan Office of Highway Safety
Planning publishes information about a variety
of traffic safety issues. These
flyers, brochures,
and posters are
available free of
charge to Michigan
residents, schools,
businesses, and
other organizations.

A complete
listing of available
materials can be found
at www.michigan.gov/ohsp, under Traffic Safety
Materials.

Items may be ordered using the order form
also posted at this site by faxing it to (517) 336-
2663 or e-mailing it to
trafficsafety@michigan.gov.

Quantities are limited to 250 for brochures
and flyers and 25 for posters.

Recent additions to the inventory include a
child passenger safety poster and several revised
flyers about child safety seats.

For more information about available items,
please call (517) 333-2722.
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Recently, I had the opportunity to attend the
Drunk Driving Defense Seminar put on by the Institute
of Continuing Legal Education.  At this seminar,
issues the defense attorneys see and raise were
examined and discussed.  I thought I’d pass a few of
these on to you to ensure that these situations hap-
pen less often.

During the seminar, it
was recommended that if a
client calls an attorney at
night, or if an attorney is
discussing issues with a
client before hand, the
attorney should recom-
mend the client refuse
to take any sobriety
tests since they “are
designed to fail a person.” This would include refus-
ing a PBT, but not the DataMaster, unless the person
has priors.

Of course, how many times does a person call
their attorney BEFORE the sobriety tests are given?  Be
that as it may, don’t be surprised if an intoxicated
person happens to remember that their attorney told
them not to do any sobriety tests.  Then it is up to the
officer to do a thorough examination and report of the
suspect and the car.  The more details you can pro-
vide, the better the case.

Additionally, the speakers mentioned that a
defendant should always ask for an independent test
since it is possible that the officers will not follow
through.

It has happened where one agency arrested an
individual for OWI and that individual then requested
an independent test. The arresting agency then said it
was up to another agency to provide a ride for the test
and that agency says it’s not their responsibility. So
no test is given and the case is dismissed.  This can
be remedied by ensuring that some guidelines are set
up between the agencies in each county.

REMEMBER, failure to provide for aREMEMBER, failure to provide for aREMEMBER, failure to provide for aREMEMBER, failure to provide for aREMEMBER, failure to provide for a
defendant’s independent test when requesteddefendant’s independent test when requesteddefendant’s independent test when requesteddefendant’s independent test when requesteddefendant’s independent test when requested
can result in dismissal of the case!can result in dismissal of the case!can result in dismissal of the case!can result in dismissal of the case!can result in dismissal of the case!

Also, it was noted that many of the officers do
not know the right length of time for a suspension
when a person does not take the implied consent test.
The officers are telling people it’s six months. When
that has happened, the DLAD Hearing Officers have
thrown the cases out, refusing to suspend the  li-
cense, saying that the officer has misrepresented, or
given wrong “legal” advice, and therefore the refusal is

based on wrong information.
While there is no obligation for an officer to tell a

person how long the suspension will be for a refusal, if
you are going to say, please get it right.

REMEMBER, the length of a suspension forREMEMBER, the length of a suspension forREMEMBER, the length of a suspension forREMEMBER, the length of a suspension forREMEMBER, the length of a suspension for
refusing to take a breath test has now beenrefusing to take a breath test has now beenrefusing to take a breath test has now beenrefusing to take a breath test has now beenrefusing to take a breath test has now been
increased to one year.increased to one year.increased to one year.increased to one year.increased to one year.

During the upcoming year, PAAM is once again
offering a course around the state for law enforcement
officers called Cops in Court.  The course is a one-day
program to train law-enforcement officers on working
more effectively with prosecutors to ensure convictions
in traffic safety cases.  The course is taught by officers
and prosecutors with daily experience in dealing with
issues such as: Effective Police Report Writing; How to
Present Yourself in Court; General Defense Attack
Issues; and How to Prepare Effective Testimony. 

For further information on this and other programs
contact David Wallace, Traffic Safety Training Attorney,
at (517) 334-6060 or wallaced@michigan.gov.   All of
the courses will also be listed on the Web at
www.paamtrafficsafety.com.  You can now register for
any PAAM Traffic Safety courses online.

Consult your prosecutor before adopting practices
suggested by reports in this article.

The court decisions in this article are reported to
help you keep up with trends in the law.  Discuss your
practices that relate to these statutes and cases with
your commanding officers, police legal advisors, and
the prosecuting attorney, before changing your prac-
tices in reliance on a reported court decision or legisla-
tive change.

By David Wallace, Traffic Safety Training Attorney,
Prosecuting Attorney’s Association of Michigan

Some tips to prevent drunk driving case dismissals

International Speedway. Irvan is now a spokesperson
and advocate working to prevent closed-head injuries.

The cost to attend this two-day event is $70. This
is a reduced rate from prior years. Registration for-
profit exhibitors is $395 and $70 for non-profit organi-
zations.

The Sheraton Lansing Hotel is the official hotel for
the Summit. Lodging is $65 per night for single accom-
modations and $85 per night for double accommoda-
tions. Hotel registration deadline for the conference rate
is January 28, 2006. Mention the Michigan Traffic Safety
Summit when making the reservation.

Conference and registration information will be
available in December on the OHSP website,
www.michigan.gov/ohsp.

NASCAR legend is featured speaker
at Michigan Traffic Safety Summit
Continued from page 1
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 WHAT’S AHEAD
    December

• National Drunk & Drugged
Driving Prevention Month (3D
Month)  www.ncadd.com

•    19 - Jan. 1 You Drink &
Drive. You Lose crackdown

    February

•    12- 18 Child Passenger Safety
Week www.nhtsa.gov

•    28 - March 1 Michigan Traffic
Safety Summit
www.michigan.gov/ohsp

ON THE NATIONAL FRONT

The first round of government crash tests for new model year 2006
passenger vehicles have resulted in five getting top honors. The National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently completed its first
round of front and side impact crash tests on new vehicles already in
dealer showrooms and found five vehicles—the Honda Odyssey minivan,
the Hyundai Sonata four-door sedan, the Hyundai Tucson sport utility
vehicle, the Mercedes Benz ML Class SUV, and the Subaru B9 Tribeca SUV
all worthy of five-star ratings. The Pontiac G6 two-door Coupe took top
honors in NHTSA’s rollover rating program.

NHTSA’s safercar.gov consumer information program uses a one to
five star rating system, with five being the highest rating in both crash and
rollover testing. New model year 2006 ratings are available for 14 passen-
ger cars, four SUVs, two vans and one pickup truck.

All results, including previously tested model year vehicles, are
available at the agency’s web site: www.safercar.gov.

Several 2006 vehicles honored in crash tests

OHSP Staff:
Contact Program Area Phone E-mail
Julie Botsford Secondary Road Patrol (517) 333-5333 botsfordj@michigan.gov
Pat Carrow Safe Communities, school bus safety, (517) 333-5315 carrowp@michigan.gov

 mature drivers
Jamie Dolan Upper Peninsula programs (906) 225-7036 dolanj@michigan.gov
Pat Eliason Law enforcement traffic safety grants (517) 333-5318 eliasonp@michigan.gov
Sandy Eyre Financial Unit, Secondary Road Patrol, (517) 333-5303 eyres@michigan.gov

and Michigan Truck Safety Commission secretary
Kathy Farnum Planning and Program Operations manager (517) 333-5316 farnumk@michigan.gov
Jason Hamblen Impaired driving, motorcycle safety (517) 333-5319 hamblenj@michigan.gov
Michael Harris Law Enforcement Liaison coordinator (517) 333-4417 harrismichael@michigan.gov
Kim Harris-Burrows Communications Section secretary (517) 333-5325 harriskk@michigan.gov
Susan Joseph Executive secretary (517) 333-5301 josephs1@michigan.gov
Elaine Keilen Communications Section secretary (517) 333-5325 keilene@michigan.gov
Kim Kelly Fiscal manager (517) 333-5305 kellykw@michigan.gov
Nicole Klemmer Public information, marketing and outreach (517) 333-5304 klemmern@michigan.gov
Dianne Perukel Youth alcohol, bicycle safety, young drivers (517) 333-5337 perukeld@michigan.gov
Michael L. Prince Division director (517) 333-5301 princem@michigan.gov
Anne Readett Public information, media (517) 333-5317 readetta@michigan.gov
Karen Richardson Accounting technician (517) 333-5332 richardk@michigan.gov
Deborah Savage Grant Management Unit manager (517) 333-5324 savaged@michigan.gov
Brenda Roys Grant Management Unit secretary (517) 333-5302 roysb@michigan.gov
Steve Schreier Engineering, traffic crash data, pedestrians (517) 333-5306 schreies@michigan.gov
Alicia Sledge Occupant protection, child passenger safety (517) 333-5321 sledgea@michigan.gov
Pietro Semifero Information collection and analysis (517) 333-5320 semiferp@michigan.gov
Spencer Simmons Accountant (517) 333-5326 simmonssj@michigan.gov
Lynn Sutfin Public information, regional communications (517) 333-5754 sutfinl@michigan.gov
Arlene Turner Planning and Program Operations Section (517) 333-5334 turnera@michigan.gov

secretary
Dan Vartanian Corporate outreach, Network for  (517) 333-5322 vartanid@michigan.gov

Employers of Traffic Safety (NETS)


